Editorial
ofthe environment reporting -and the inauguration of monitoring programmes. UNEP is coordinating all these activities by many scientists worldwide to produce a state ofthe global environment report.
In some countries, and even regions, this has been going on for some time and already there are enough data to suggest what policies are needed to attempt to redress the balance. The European Environment Agency, for example, has provided clear indications at a regional level not only of continuing decline in the quality of life but also of the failure of new policies to arrest it. The same situation is clear in global data for fisheries, in the extent of tropical rain forests etc. The scientists can only provide the evidence and suggest probable cause. It is up to the politicians to provide the policies and the action -and commitment -t o redress the balance. But without the relevant data how can anyone decide what to do?
For many years we have been telling the world that the Antarctic provides a unique and integrated baseline for measuring particular features of global change against which localised trends elsewhere can be compared. Where then is the political will to provide the state of the environment report for Antarctica that others can use as a standard? Why is it that this international area for peace and science is so far behind the rest of the world in drawing together the available data into a coherent report for the global public?
SCAR is at present conducting a primary scoping study on the extent of data available for preparing such a report. The results will be presented to the next Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting. What then will be the outcome? Is the Antarctic to be the only area of the world that does not contribute to the UNEP global report? New Zealand, which has already prepared reports on the state of their national environment, has undertaken to prepare a regional study of the state of the environment in the Ross Sea which will also be available to the next ATCM. One can only hope that these two documents together will convince the politicians that there is a case for hnding the report for Antarctica and that the need for such a report is urgent.
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